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DISSENTERS, & 


| HE. Author of the Shorteſt-Way has in- 
l deed made a ſhort Step of it from the 


Conventicle to the Gallows; but all 
Men muſt allow it is no Safe-Way for any Go- 
vernment to Hang up ſo many of its Subjects; 
'tis not Opinion, but the Strength and Num- 
ber of Hands, is the beſt Security to any Go- 
vernment; and the wiſeſt Legiſlators have 
made Laws for the compoſing of the Minds of 
the Populace, by makinga Harmony in Govern- 
ment proceed from the Different Opinions of 
their People. The Way our Author has mark'd 
out for the Diſſenters is pernicious to the Go- 
vernment. | 5 8 
In regard that thoſe People pay a great * 
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64 
of the Taxes; and if the Perſecution this Man 
aims at ſhould fall upon them, it would be one 
Way to make our Funds deficient, by driving 
them from their Trades, and perhaps forcing 
them Beyond-Sea-to ſettle our uſeful Manufa- 
ctures in Foreign Parts, which yet would be 


a greater Damage to the Publick. 


No wiſe Man would deny the Aſſiſtance of 
one, tho of never ſo different an Opinion in 
Matters of Religion; and no Man can deny but 
that the preſent State of the Government of 
England, and indeed the State of our Allies 
Abroad, require the greateſt Union of Her 
Majeſties Subjects at Home. 

A Contention for Offices ſeems more a Cavil 
for Intereſt, than for Religion; for my part, I 
cCare not who are in poſſeſſion of Offices, provided 
they manage them for the Intereſt of England; 
and if they do not, tis no matter of what Reli- 
gion they call themſelves; but whatever pre- 
tence the Author of this Book may have that 
Way, 'tis plain his Deſign is to create Fends and 
Animoſities among Her Majeſties Subjects, by 
propoſing ſuch Barbarous Ulage to Piſſenters. 

Having urged thus much againſt 7 he Shorteſt- 
Way with the Diſſenters, I come to conſider which 
is the Safeſt-Way with them, and that is to let 

: We | them 


(5) 

them alone; I don't now ſpeak in Relation to 
Offices, but to the Rigorous Ulage preſcrib'd. 
* them by the Author of Ie Shorteſt-Way. 

"This Way is the Safeſt, Beit, and moſt Rati- 
onal; Way that can be; Experience is the beſt 
Inſtructor 1n this Point. I ſhall not ſearch 
backwards to the Reformation, and deduce In- 
ſtances, how much the diſſenting Cauſe has 
been ſtrengthen d by Perſecution; and how: 
much the Numbers of the Diſſenters have en- 
creas'd when they have been molt violently At- 
tack d; there are other Things beſides Virtue,, 
which, like Camomile, grow the better for being 
Depreſs d; but I ſhall confine my ſelf only to 
the State of the Diſſenting Intereſt in the late 
Reign, and then leave you to judge whether. 
Toleration or Per ſecution does moſt leſſen 
or augment the Diſſenting Intereſt. 

Before the (Revolution in K. C. 11's Reign eſpe- 
cially)the Diſſenters thriv'd under Perſecution z 
Men in Affliction, of what kind ſoever, being; 
the Objects of Mens Pity; by their ſtedfaſt Ad- 
herence to their Principles, and their fabing joy- 
fully the [| potling of their Goods, every Body believed 
they ſuffer d for Conſcience ſake : Their Party 
was thus eſtabliſhed on the Sure Baſi s of Suffer- 
ing; than which, I muſt tell you, there is na 


Surer Tie and. Obligation to a; Party ; and their. 
Pitiers 
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pitiers and Well-wiſhers, even in the Church 
of England, grew yet more Numerous. 


Upon the Revolution they gain'd a Point 
which they never could before obtain a Tolera- 


tion by Law, which ſome People at that time 
thought would weaken the Buttreſſes, if not 
untile the Church; but that they were Miſta- 


ken in their Opinions is Evident from ſolid 
Reaſon founded upon Matter of Fact. 
For no ſooner was the Toleration Bill paſs'd, 


and their Preachers ſet up for lawful Miniſters 


in the Pulpits, but their Laymen ſet up for 
Courtiers, and advanc'd themſelves to Offices, 


| leaping over the Fence of the Sacrament by the 
Diſpenſation and Approbation of their — 


ers, which Action but a few Years before 
would have been under the Cenſure of their 


Churches: Now this Diſpenſation of their 


Preachers has in the long run prov'd very Fatal 


to the Diſſenting Intereſt ; for no ſooner were 
they got into Offices, no ſooner did they turn 
Courtiers, but they turn'd Knaves, Sel- 


ling of Offices to any Perſons who were the 
higheſt Bidders, and ſending (for the ſake of 
Lucre) the moſt deſerving of their Party to 
beg their Bread under a Government they had 
loſt their All to Eſtabliſh ; ſo greedy were they 
of e (formerly by them called the Mam- 

mon 
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mon of Unrighteouſneſs) that they leapt 
over all the Fences of Religion, Common Ho- 
neſty and Juſtice, to come at it; inſomuch 
that there was not one Diſſenter in any Conſi- 
derable Poſt in that Reign but upon theſe Ac- 
counts was blemiſh'd, except Mordecai Abbot. 
Theſe Actions of theirs bred that Fatal Di- 
ſtinction among em of Antient and Modern 
Whigs, made ſuch a Breach among em that can 
never again be cemented; Modern and Antient 
Whigs being as irreconcileable as Fire and Wa- 
ter; and thus they ſapp'd the very Foundation. 
of their own Caule ; the Old Whigs ſtood firm 
to their Engliſh Principles, while the others 
were lurd away by Selt-intereſt, and the De- 
vices of a vile Court Party, into the very Road 
of the Old Tories, againſt whom they ſo much 
complain d in former Reigns ; inſomuch that 
were for Standing Armies, and other In- 
ſtruments of Slavery, Voted for Courtiers for 
Members of Parliament, ſetup a Power againſt 
the Common Hall in the City of London, intro- 
duc'd that Abominable Practice of Hawking for 
Sheriffs, and not ſo. much-as ſparing their own 
Party in the Extortion of Fines; and Preach'd: 
up the Jus Diuinum of Modern Whiggiſm, as the 
others before them had done that of the Church, 
and Kingly Government; I ſay, can ſuch a 
; "YI Party 


3 their Religious Societies as well as others; and 
Il dare engage their Shepherds will drive their 
Flocks to the Shadow of any Government, as 


SS I” 
Party as this, who have abandoned their Prin- 
ciples, and are deſerted by all the Brave, Juſt 
and Honeſt, Men of their Party, ever bring the 
Church in Danger, when by a Toleration they 
are Leſſened, and become leis F ormidable than 


r 
here is a vein of Prieſteraft runs through 


long as they are allowed the Leiſure and-Liber- 
ty to take off their Fleeces'; do but oblige: the 
Shepherds, and I'll warrant you their Dogs 
ſhall never bite you. Lis no matter how much 
their People ſuffer, if they have but Liberty of 
mak ing Collections for themſelves; III . — 
you they us d their ſuffering Friends ſo ill in 
the late Reign, that they Il never again venture 
one Hair of their Heads for them in any other. 
I might here appeal to the Obſervations of 


the Church Clergy, whether they do not find 
An their ſeveral Pariſhes the Numbers of the 


Diſſenters much leflened ſince the Act of To- 
leration ; and from that, and the Reaſons afore- 


ſaid, leave them to judge, whether the ſafeſt 


and beſt Way to leſſen the Diſſenters, and 


their Intereſt, be not to let OP alone, [7 = - 


let them do it W by 


